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ABSTRACT

In this lecture, we will take a closer
look at the connection between
Manila and the Sulu Sea in the early
Modern Era (1600-1800 AD). Usually,
this relation has been depicted as one
of conflict, confrontation, and war
between the Spanish ruled Philippines
and the Muslim dominated sultanates
of Sulu, Maguindanao, and Brunei.
However, in this lecture we will present
an alternative reading of the sources
and find that besides confrontations,
there has c:lwuys been peccefu|
interactions as well exemp|ified, In
particular, by the fruitful trade
relations between both sides.
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The "Global Mindanao and Maritime Southeast Asia Lecture Series: Ties With a Cosmopolitan Region” seeks to
delve into these embedded connections, examining the rich tapestry that has woven the historical, socio-economic,
and cultural links of Mindanao with its maritime neighbors. By exploring the myriad facets of these connections,
this series aspires to shed light on our mutual histories, explore contemporary challenges, and envisage a future
that appreciates and strengthens these boundless ties.
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