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The BBVA Foundation and the Spanish National Research Council (CSIC)
are pleased to invite you to the lecture:

Differential mortality among Italian soldiers in the WWL.

Alessio Fornasin
Research Associate of Demography at the University of Udine and at the University of Trieste (Italy).

Summary:

This study with co-authors Marco Breschi and Matteo Manfredini looks at the selection effects of mortality among Italian
soldiers in WWI. To achieve this goal, we use the individual-level data of more than 62,000 soldiers born between 1874 and
1899 in north-eastern Italy. Almost 10% of these soldiers died in the war. A data set was constructed by linking two different
sources. Firstly, call-up registers, which recorded individual information, and, secondly, the roll of honor of fallen Italian
soldiers in WWI, which allows us to identify which soldiers died, the date of their deaths, and the cause of death. In this
paper, we consider, as explanatory variables, the military corps the soldiers belonged to, some individual demographic
characteristics such as age, socio-economic factors such as occupation and literacy, and anthropometric factors such as
stature and chest circumference. The results of our analyses show that even in a conflict where, apparently, all soldiers
faced similar perils, there were individual characteristics that increased and others that decreased the risk of death. These
characteristics depended partly on the soldier’s assignment to a given corps before being sent to the war zone: this resulted,
of course, in more or less risky tasks. Others, however, depended on individual behavior and characteristics. For example,
literate soldiers were less likely to die in captivity and a relatively small number of soldiers of greater body size fell in battle.

Biography:

Alessio Fornasin (1962) is a Research Associate in Demography at the University of Udine (Italy) and at the University of
Trieste (Italy). His main research interests are historical demography and economic history. His recent areas of work include
the spatial analysis of economic and demographic phenomena in historical perspective; the demography of war, in particular
WWI, and health issues in past populations. Currently President of SIDeS, the Italian Society of Historical Demography, he
IS author of more than 150 scientific works.

The Demography Today lecture series aims to promote and communicate scientific work on demography through the dissemination
of research and the training of specialists in issues related to demography, Big Data, longitudinal records and health, while informing
society, in an accessible way, about issues currently in the foreground of scientific and political debate, such as the limits to longevity,
pension systems, aging, emerging diseases, migration and low fertility.

This lecture series enjoys the exclusive support of the BBVA Foundation and has been co-organized with the Spanish National Research
Council and the LONGPOP project (Methodologies and Data Mining Techniques for the Analysis of Big Data based on Longitudinal Population
and Epidemiological Registers).The LONGPOP project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and
innovation program under a Marie Sklodowska-Curie grant.

All lectures are available for viewing on the interactive platform: www.demografia.tv
The lecture series also forms part of the Postgraduate Courses run by the Spanish National Research Council (CSIC).
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