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This talk ethnographically explores the efforts of Muslims, particularly European 
converts and Moroccan immigrants, to represent Islam in southern Spain.  It 
examines Muslims’ different representational strategies, their debates about 
representation, and related tensions between converts and immigrants regarding 
religious authenticity, representational authority, and social inequalities. The author 
argues that converts’ and immigrants’ different placement in racialized imaginaries 
of Islam, uneven access to romantic historical narratives of Muslim Spain, and 
distinct structural positions in Spain’s political economy converge to produce an 
unequal multiculturalism.  This is expressed in converts’ and immigrants’ racial, 
gendered, and class-based anxieties about representing Islam in Spain. 


